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DRAFT COVER SHEET 


INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


Flying Unidentified Objects (Flying Saucers) 

1. Attached Is a proposed letter to Secretary Lovett^from the * 


DCI recommending the Initiation of fundamental scientific .research 


•with respect to the nature and causes of unidentified flying objects 


(Flying Saucers) 


2. Uhile it is recognized that the implications of Flying Saucers 


are of primary concern to the Defense Department in carrying out its 


responsibility to defend the United States , It is also believed that 


intelligence must request of appropriate authority such assistance as 


it needs to carry out its responsibility. It is believed that the scientific 


research required and the intelligence research contingent thereon can be 


most fruitful if they go hand in hand. 


3. Recommendations: 


a. That the IAC concur in the proposed letter to the Secretary 


of Defense, 


b. That the IAC request the batch Committee to give close 


attention to indications which may reflect Russian actions are 


being taken with respect to or on the basis of cognizance of Flying 


Saucers or with respect to the state of United States public opinion 


in respect of Flying Saucers. 
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hldlOBAHDUk FOR: Secretary of Defence 




SUBJECT: 


Unidentified Flying Objects (Flying Saucers) 


1. Tlie TA P has reviewed the current situation concerning 


unidentified flying objects which have canned extensive speculation 


in the press and have been the subject of concern to Government 


organizations. The Air Force - within the limitations of manpower 


which could be devoted to the subject, has thus far carried the full 


responsibility for investigating and analyzing individual reports of 


sightings. Since Ij^-T, approximately 1500 official reports of sightings 


have "been received and, of these about 20jj are as yet unexplained. 


2. It is my view and that of the IAC that this situation has 


nossible implications for our national security with respect to the 


vulnerability of the U.S. to air attack. Intelligence, however, cannot 


discharge its responsibilities with regard to estimating the capabilities 


of an enemy to create and use such phenomena against the U.S. unless 


we first determine through scientific research whether or not such 


phenomena can in fact be generated and controlled by humans. 


3. It is therefore recommended, that the Department of Defense 


undertake an expanded scientific research program to 


reveal the nature of the various phenomena which are causing these sightings 


and means by which these phenomena may he identified immediately. It is also 


recommended that in such a project there he close cooperation between those 


conducting the research and scientific and technical intelligence research. 


The IAC agencies are prepared to do their part in such a project. 


SECRET K; 
fc?P0P 81R00560R0I 


Approved For Release 2001 /04^g^ y Q^OP81R00560R0001 0002001 2-7 


^ -l ER - 3 - 2872 

- . Approved For ReleAe 2001/04/0£L©lA-RDP81R00™R0001 0002001 2-7 

**' SECURITY INFORMATION' 


OCT 2 1952 


MEMORANDUM TO: Director of Central Intelligence 

THROUGH: Deputy Director (Intelligence) 

FROM: Assistant Director, Office of Scientific 

Intelligence 

SUBJECT: Flying Saucers 


1. PROBLEM — To determine: (a) Whether or not there are national 

security implications in the problem of "unidentified 
flying objects"j (b) whether or not adequate study and 
research is currently being directed to this problem 
in its relation to such national security implications} 
and (c) what further investigation and research should 
be instituted, by whom, and under what aegis. 

2. FACTS AND DISCUSSION — OSI has investigated the work currently 

being performed on "flying saucers" and found that the 
Air Technical Intelligence Center, DI, USAF, Wright- 
Patterson Air Force Base, is the only group devoting 
appreciable effort and stucty- to this subject, that AHC 
is concentrating on a case-by-case explanation of each 
report, and that this effort is not adequate to corre- 
late, evaluate, and resolve the situation on an over- 
all basis. The current problem is discussed in detail 
in TAB A. 

3. CONCLUSIONS — "Flying saucers" pose two elements of danger 

which have national security implications. The first 
involves mass psychological considerations and the 
second concerns the vulnerability of the United States 
to air attack. Both factors are amplified in TAB A. 

iu ACTION RECOMMENDED— (a) That the Director of Central Intel- 
ligence advise the National Security Council of the 
implications of the "flying saucer" problem and request 
that research be initiated. TAB B is a draft memo- 
randum to the NSC, for the DCI's signature, (b) That 
the DCI discuss this subject with the Psychological 
Strategy Board. A memorandum to the Director, 
Psychological Strategy Board, is attached for sig- 
nature as TAB C. (c) That CIA, with the cooperation 
of PSB and other interested departments and agencies, 
develop and recommend for adoption by the NSC a 
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policy of public information which will minimize concern 
and possible panic resulting from the numerous sightings 
of unidentified objects. 


25X1 A 




Assistant Director 
Scientific Intelligence 


ANNEXES: 

TAB A — Memorandum to DCI, through DDI, Subject: Flying 
Saucers . 

TAB B — Letter to National Security Council with enclosure. 
TAB C — 'Memo to Director, Psychological Strategy Board with 
enclosure. 


CONCURRENCES: 


Date: 


LOFTJS E. BECKER 
Deputy Director/intelligence 


ACTION BY APPROVING AUTHORITY: 


Date: 


Approved (disapproved): 


WALTER B. SMI3H 

Director 


TT T 
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SEP 24 1952 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 
THROUGH : Deputy Director (Intelligence) 

SUBJECT : Flying Saucers 


1. Recently an inquiry was conducted by the Office of Scientific 
Intelligence to determine whether there are national security implications 
in the problem of "unidentified flying objects," i.e., flying saucers; 
whether adequate study and research is currently being directed to 

this problem in its relation to such national security implications; 
and what further investigation and research should be instituted, 
by whom, and under what aegis. 

2. It was found that the only unit of Government currently 
studying the problem is the Directorate of Intelligence, USAF , which 
has charged the Air Technical Intelligence Center (ATIC) with 
responsibility for investigating the reports of sightings. At ATIC 
there is a group of three officers and two secretaries to which came, 
through official channels, all reports of sightings. This group 
conducts investigation of the reports, consulting as required with 
other Air Force and civilian technical personnel. A world-wide 
reporting system has been instituted and major Air Force Bases have 
been ordered to make interceptions of unidentified flying objects. 

The research is being conducted on a case basis and is designed to 
provide a satisfactory explanation of each individual sighting. 

ATIC has concluded an arrangement with Battelle Memorial Institute 
for the latter to establish a machine indexing system for official 
reports of sightings. 


3. Since 1947, ATIC has received approximately 1500 official 
reports of sightings plus an enormous volume of letters, phone calls, 
and press reports. During July 1952 alone, official reports totaled 250. 
Of the 1500 reports, Air Force carries 20 percent as unexplained and 
of those received from January through July 1952 it carries 28 percent 


unexplained. 


4. In its inquiry into this problem, a team from CIA’s Office 
of Scientific Intelligence consulted with a representative of Air 
Force Special Studies Group; discussed the problem with those in charge 
of the Air Force Project at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base; reviewed 
a considerable volume of intelligence reports; checked the Soviet 
press and broadcast indices; and conferred with three CIA consultants, 
who have broad knowledge of the technical areas concerned. 
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5. It was found that the ATIC study is probably valid if the 
purpose is limited to a case-by-case explanation. However, that 
study does not solve the more fundamental aspects of the problem. 

These aspects are to determine definitely the nature of the various 
phenomena which are causing these sightings, and to discover means 
by which these causes, and their visual or electronic effects, may 
be identified immediately. The CIA consultants stated that these 
solutions would probably be found on the margins or just beyond the 
frontiers of our present knowledge in the fields of atmospheric, 
ionospheric, and extraterrestrial phenomena, with the added possibility 
that the present dispersal of nuclear waste products might also 
be a factor. They recommended that a study group be formed to perform 
three functions: 


a. analyze and systematize the factors which constitute 
the fundamental problem; 


b. determine the fields of fundamental science which 
must be investigated in order to reach an understanding of 
the phenomena involved; and 


25X1 A 


c. make recommendations for the initiation of appropriate 
research. 


25X1 A 
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consuiuu 
Air Force’s air defense projec 
of these responsibilities. 


such a grou 


Similarly . Project 


could be charge 



25X1 A 


6. The flying saucer situation contains two elements of danger 
which, in a situation of international tension, have national security 
implications. These are: 


a. Psychological - With world-wide sightings reported, it 
was found that, up to the time of the investigation, there had 
been in the Soviet press no report or comment, even satirical, 
on flying saucers, though Gromyko had made one humorous 
mention of the subject. With a State-controlled press, this 
could result only from an official policy decision. The 
question, therefore, arises as to whether or not these sightings: 


(l) could be controlled, 


could be predicted, and 


(3) could be used from a psychological warfare 
point of view, either offensively or defensively. 
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The public concern with the phenomena, which is reflected both 
in the United States press and in the pressure of inquiry upon the 
Air Force, indicates that a fair proportion of our population 
is mentally conditioned to the acceptance of the incredible. 

In this fact lies the potential for the touching-off of mass 
hysteria and panic. 

b. Air Vulnerability - The United States Air Warning System 
will undoubtedly always depend upon a combination of radar screen- 
ing and visual observation. The U.S.S.R. is credited with the 
present capability of delivering an air attack against the 
United States, yet at any given moment now, there may be 
current a dozen official unidentified sightings plus many 
unofficial ones. At any moment of attack, we are now in a 
position where we cannot, on an instant basis, distinguish 
hard-ware from phantom, and as tension mounts we will run the 
increasing risk of false alerts and the even greater danger 
of falsely identifying the real as phantom. 

7. Both of these problems are primarily operational in nature 
but each contains readily apparent intelligence factors. 

8. From an operational point of view, three actions are 
required: 

a. Immediate steps should be taken to improve identification 
of both visual and electronic phantom so that, in the event of 
an attack, instant and positive identification of enemy planes 

or missiles can be made. 

b. A study should be instituted to determine what, if any, 
utilization could be made of these phenomena by United States 
psychological warfare planners and what, if any, defenses should 
be planned in anticipation of Soviet attempts to utilize them. 

c. In order to minimize risk of panic, a national policy 
should be established as to what should be told the public 
regarding the phenomena. 

9. 'Other intelligence problems which require determination 

are: 

a. The present level of Soviet knowledge regarding 
these phenomena. 

b. Possible Soviet intentions and capabilities to 
utilize these phenomena to the detriment of United States 
security interests. 
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c. The reasons for silence in the Soviet press 
regarding flying saucers. 


10. Additional research, differing in character and emphasis 
from that presently being performed by Air Force, will be required 
to meet the specific needs of both operations and intelligence. 
Intelligence responsibilities in this field as regards both collection 
and analysis can be discharged with maximum effectiveness only after 
much more is known regarding the exact nature of these phenomena. 


11. I consider this problem to be of such importance that it 
should be brought to the attention of the National Security Council 
in order that a community-wide coordinated effort towards its solution 
may be initiated. 
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Assistant Director 
Scientific Intelligence 


SECfiET 
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KtHCRAiHUM tOfti Director of Centro* Intelligence 
THKU * Deputy Director (Intelligence) 


SUbOter 


i flying Saucers 


' j 


1* mOBUM 

1© determine i 

»• fehetber to® re ere national security implications in to* problem 
of ’’unidentified fly lag ©fejeetc* i*«. flying saucers; 

fe. Whether adequate study and research is currently being directed 

t© this problem in it* relation te fash national security iaplleatiMwi 
end 9 

e* What farther investigation and reaaareh should ba instituted* 
by- uhaa, end under what aegis* 

2* FACT? im&im OS 1»E 

a. CS1 has investigated tbe eerie currently being perfomed on 
flying saucers and bee found that* 

(l) ill# only unit of ever latent currently studying the problem 
is the Directorate ef Intelligence, USAF , vbieb bes charged the Air 
technical intelligence Center (AT It) with responsibility for in- 
vestige ting the reports of sigh tinge* 

„ *» * *»U groap consisting of a reserve 

captain, te© wieut-enants and Wo secretaries te uhlch come all re- 
peu’ta of sightings through official channels* sad uhlan contacts 
investigation of tbs reports either itself or through consultation 
with other Air Force officers or vith civilian technical consultants* 

(3) A world -wide reporting system has teen instituted end 
rnyor Air loro® rases have teen ordered- to make interceptions of 
unidentified flying objects* 

(ii) Tbe research being carried on is strictly on a case basis 
and appears to be designed solely to attempt a satisfactory ex- 
planation of each individual sighting as it occurs* 

(5) a lie has concluded an arrangement with bat telle Memorial 
Institute for tbe latter to establish e machine indexing system 
for official reports of sigh tings* 

^ StCSET $ >- 
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(6) Since 151*7, 1TJ6 lias received approximately 1500 official 
report* of sittings plue on enormous volume of letters, j£ei» 
eoilo and press reports* during the mouth of 1552 alone, of* 
fjolal reports totaled 250. Of the 1500 reporter Alar Force eanrXes 
20sfe as naeimloimd end! of those received Jenaery threw# Ally 1552 
it carries 261 unexplained . 

3. siscurszcw 

«• 0SI entered into its inquiry folly aware that it wss coming 
into a field already charged with partisanship, one in which objec- 
tivity had been overridden by a— erooe sensational writers, and one 
in which there s re pressure® for extravagant explanations as well aa 
for overs impili icetien. The 05 X Tsam consulted with a representative 
Hr Force Special Studies Qreepf discussed the problem with thos e 
la charge of the Air Force Project at bright field} reviewed a con- 
siderable volume of intelligence reports} checked the Soviet press and 
broedceet indices} and conferred with three 0S2 consultants, all leaders 
in their scientific fields, who were chosen because of their broad 
knowledge of the technical area# concerned. 


b* €61 found that the AXIS study is probably valid if the purpose 
is limited to a case-fcy-eese explanation. however, the study makes so 
attempt to solve the more fdndamental aspect of the problem which is 
i© determine definitely the nature of the various phenomena which ore 
causing these sightings, or to discover means by which these causes 
and their viand or electronic effects msy be immediately identified. 

(kir consultant pend stated that these solutions would probably be 
found on the margins or Just beyond the frontiers of oor present 
knowledge in the fields of atmospheric, ionospheric, end extraterrestrial 
phenomena, with the added possibility that cor present dispersal of 
nocJUMir waste products might also be a factor. They recommended that 
a study group be fenced to perform three functions t 

(1) Analyse and systematise the f Actors of information vhleh 
fora the fuad&acutal problem} 

{2) Deiemiw ths fields of fundrv,6otd eoleace which mist 
be investigated in order to reach an understanding of the phe- 
nomena involved} and 


(3) Hake me casendaiiora for the initiation of appropriate 
research* 


25X1 A 
25X1 A 

25X1 A 



atituted 
eir defense prole o 
25X1 A 


has indicated to 0SI that such a group could be con- 



Similarly, ’’rojeot 


is Air Force 


could be charged with these responsibilities « 
nfrv 25X1 A 
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Up 

a. lit# fly inr saucer situation contain* im& elements oX danger 
whlca, in % situ* tier of International tension, have national security 

implications. These are* 

U) ?»>cdoiorJlcal -kith world-wide sitting® reported, it 
Ksa iouw? thet", up to the tire of ouar investigation, there had 
bees in the fustian press no report or oaumm, even satirical, 
on fly las saucers, thourth .*i*Sre fhrowsyko had »Mie am humorous 
mention of the rojb^ect « With • ?toto-eontroiled preen, this could 
result only from aa official policy decision. Ow tpestion, there- 
fore, ?c*lse* as to Aether or not these sightings* 

(a) CmM he controlled, 

(b) Could be predicted, end 

(e) Cnuid be used free a psychological warfare point of 

view either offensively me defensively • 

'ihe outlie concern with the phenamaae, which is reflected in the 
united States press and in pressure of inquiry upon the Air force, 
indicates that there la a fair oreportion of our peculation which 
is nentaXlgr conditioned to the acceptance of the incredible. In 
this fact lies the potential for the touching-off of mass hysteria 
and panic. 

{2) Air vulnerability - The united f? t»tes Air Warning System 
will undoubtedly always depend upon a combination of radar screen- 
ing and visual observation. We give Hassle ihm present capability 
of delivering an air attack against me, yet at any given nicejent 
now, there nay fee current a doaen official unidentified sightings 
plus jaary unofficial* At any moneat of attack, we are stem in a 
position where we cannot, on an Instant basis, distinguish hard- 
ware free phantom, and as tendon mounts we will run the increasing 
risk of falsa alerts and the even greater danger of falsely identi- 
fying the real as phantom. 

b. Both of these problems are primarily operational In nature but 
each contains readily apparent intelligence factors, from an opera- 
tional point of view, three actions are required* 

(1) immediate steps should fee taken to Improve identification 
of both visual and electronic phantom so that in the event of an 
attack, inatent and positive identification of enmsy planes or 
missiles can be made, 

. «rrrrrv 
, ddiiitC I 
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<*) A stud* Aoald t* instituted to determine what, if aay # 
utilisation could b m made of these phenomena by United f-tateg 
peyabologieul warfare pltmnere, end whst, if any, defenses should 
be planned in anticipation of Soflst attempts to utilise thanu 


(3) >' national pcuicy should be established as to idct should 
bo told the public refunding ihe phenomena, la Older to ainiwis e 
risk of panic. 


c. indulgence problems uaslubet 

(1) The present level of Russian knowledge regarding these 
phenomena. 

(2) Possible Soviet intentlams and capabilities to utilise 
these pto&Q&mm to the detriment of uS security internets , 

(3) ihe reasons for alienee in the •'■ovist Press regarding 
flying saucers* 

d. Intelligence responsibilities in this field as regards both 
collection and analysis can be discharged, with aaacfaaaa effectlvsaeee 
only after mash sore la known rewarding the exact nature of them 
phenceena* 


a* ih© problem transeents the level of individual departmental 
r o sponei&LLities , and is of seen importance as to merit cognisance 
a;4 action by the iiational Security council* 

f* Additional research, differing in character and emphasis from 
'that presently being performed fey Air Force, will be required to meet 
the specific needs of both operations and intelligence. 

5 * RxLJimmAlluM 


It ia recommended uoatt 


a* The director of Central intelligence advise the f&ttlonal 
Security Council of toe security ioolicatione inherent in the flying 
scuoci prot-ea with the request that, under hie statutory coordina- 
ting authority , the director ef central inteilirmnee be erroosmr^d to 
initiate throu^i the appropriate agencies, either within or without 
the uovortfcwttt , the investigation sad research necessary to salve 
the probien of Instant positive identification of "unidentified flying 
objects" 


b* u1a # under its assigned respeasibUitiee, and in cooperation 
with the jycholofcieai strategy homed, immediately investigate possi- 
ble offensive or defensive utilisation of the phenomena for psychologi- 
cal warfare purposes both for and against the Suited •'tatea, advising 
thorn agencies charged with d*s* internal security of any pertinent 

SerurF^ 
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findings effecting tiieir w##a of resp<»»ibi.l lty ♦ 

c* Qn the Iasi a of those programs of research* CIA develop **** 
reocwatsnd. for adoption. by tilt Saltoas! o«urit.y oancil • policy of 
imklic inf craft lien will alnteiso the risk of panic* 


I. j«f*auu.;. ttjjmuu 

A s#ist#nt director 

Scientific Intelligence 
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bxd (11 September 1952 ) 


Orig. & 1 ; - Addressee 
1 - Ad/Si 
1 - Daily Reading 
Cl- Subject - v 
/ 1 - Chrono 
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22 August 1952 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director (intelligence) 

SUBJECT: USSR and Satellite Mention of Flying Saucers 


1. A search of Foreign Documents Division files has so 
far produced no factual evidence that subject has been mentioned 
in the Soviet Satellite press -within the past two years. It is 
believed that a derisive comment was made in a Russian news- 
paper in 19U8 on this subject but so far the article has not 
been found. 

STATSPEC 2. Igg§ has one broadcast on this subject, dated 10 June 

1951 , whicf^^s quoted below: 

Summary - In what appears to be Moscow' s first mention 
of Flying Saucers "Listener's Mailbag" answers ques- 
tions on the subject to the effect that "The Chief of 
Nuclear Physics in the US Naval Research Bureau" ex- 
plained them recently as used for stratospheric studies. 
US Government circles knew all along of the harmless 
nature of these objects, but if they refrained from 
denying "false reports, the purpose behind such tactics 
was to fan war hysteria in the country." 

3. A State Department cable recently received from Budapest 
quotes the August lUth copy of Szabad Nep as follows: 

"Flying Saucer stories are another American attempt 
to fan war hysteria." Radar dedection of saucers 
is quoted in the article and it comments on the 
STATSPEC ridiculous aspects of the source of the mystery. 


The article concludes that it is part of American 

rulers propaganda to prove the Western countries 25X1 A 

are threatening. 





25X1 A 


Approved For Rele<9 200^^0^ :'CWR©P81R0056iR0001 0002001 2-7 

The^Air Force Stand on "Flying Saucers" — as stated by 
IA, in a briefing on 22 August I952 


I. The i Aar x'orce has primary responsibility for investigating "flying saucers" 
The unit concerned with these investigations is a part of thf Air SchScal * 

• n e h. lsei ? Ce ^ enter f^cayton, Ohio, and consists of three officers (a Captain 
in charge) and two civilians. They receive reports of sightings, analyze and 
attempt to explain them, a standard reporting form has been oreoared which is 
used on a w or la-wade basis. The Air Force Office of Special investigations checks 
of the ^obs erver'l" n ^ attemptlng to dete ™ine its authenticity and the reliability 

II. (a) The air Force officially denies that "flying saucers" are: 

(1) C.S. secret weapons 

(2) Soviet secret weapons 

(3) Sxtra-terrestrial visitors 

(B) It is believed that all sightings of "flying saucers" are: 

(1) w ell known objects such as balloons (over 4000 are released dailv 
m tne b.S.J, aircrali, meteors, clouds, etc. not recognized as 
such by the observer. 

(2) Phenomena of the atmosphere which are at present poorly under- 
stood, e.g., refractions and reflections caused by temperature 
inversions, ionization phenomena, ball lightning, etc. 

III. Wot a shred of evidence exists to substantiate the belief that "flying 
saucers' are material objects not falling into category IIB(l) above. 

fl'bt °f " fl f ing fw UCer " Sightlngs a geographical basis showed them 

exolained hu t? 1 ^ ^ V1Ca ? lty of atomic installations (which is 

explaine a by the greater security consciousness of persons in those areas) That 

by-products of atomic fission may in some »ay act catalytically to oroducl' 

Uiyin s saucers has not been disproved. The greatest number of sightings has 
been made at or near Daytoh, Ohio „here the investigations are going on? 

Iir°FoS ***** ° f Khich there «• records, the 

air Force says that 73SS have oeen explained by either IIB(l) or HB(2) above 

256 _ have peen exposed as Kpaxes and the remaining 20% have not been explained" 

primarily- because of the vague descriptions given by observers. 

f orce , is mostly interested in the "saucer" problem because of its 
psychological wart are implications. In reviewing publications designed for Soviet 
consumption, there has not been a single reference to "flying aaucSs". On tte 
otner hand, several "saucer" societies in the- United StatL have been investigated 
Key members of some of these societies- which have been instrumental in keepirig^the 

sauc ® r " craze before, the public have been exposed as being, of doubtful 
^ * Furthermore the socieites, in some cases, are financed an unknown 

source. The Air Force realizes that a public made jumpy by the " Ilyin- saucer" 
scare would be a serious liability in the event of air attacks by an enemy. Air 
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Tbo purpose of this presentation is to report the findings of 
the 031 f study Group as to the implications of the Flying Saucer problem. 


I will start vd.tu a resume of wiiat we have done ppd a abort history of 

25X1 A e , 3 3-3 


tho cubject 


1 outline the Air Force effort 


will co into the explanations of sightings — 1 G^- VG A° u our 


conclusions* 


.25X1 A 


Our group r viewed available intelligence, official reports, press 
and magazine coverage and the main popular books* Indexes of the Soviet 
press were scanned* Wo spont a day at 'fright Field with the of ulcers 
conducting the /dr Force stuefcr, and finally we took the. problem to a 
group of our own consultants* 

Iho Saucer furore in tills country started in June 19hi witli a 
report of nine discs flying in formation past ’bunt Rainier at an 
esti'iatod speed of 1000 miles per iiour • This was followed Immediately 
by a continuing and increasing flood of reports over the months* 


Therefore, in 19li0, Air Force initiated Project Saucer to study 


0CP£ 
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the phenomena and in Ueosmbsr 19U? released sections of its secret «*• 
report to the press. 'Hie conclusion was that the sightings steenod 
from tiiroe causes* 


hysteria 


?, Hallucination and hoaec 
3, Meintcrpratation of knew objects 

Ms satisfied much of the public but not certain sensational 
•vsri tors# The rosultinc hij^aly speculative books and magazine article*, 
combined with incroasinc re.xarts of 3i ratings built up such a resurgence 
of public interest that Air Force, early in 19$L, reopened its stud/ , 
instituted a world-wide report ! nc system, and alerted its bmm to 
intercept the unidentified objects. General Uaaford gave their 
Interim conclusions in his recent press conference. These were chat 
analysis of the cases showed "no pattern of anytiiing consistent with any 
T3 ,'niy--Q to the United States" j that the recent .Tashington reports wore 
probably duo to "temperature inversions"} and that the unexplained 
sightings could not have resulted from any experiments or teste conducted 


by tiie United States. 
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In mMtthrizing this discussion, X i»tflld restate that on tfare# of 

■‘‘A . • -i'"' •• • ;-t 

aain theories in explanation of theft phcnociena, — a T JS development, 
r * - -“aonlln devclo nont, and space ships — the evidence cither of fact 
or of logic is so strongly against thorn that they -warrant at present 
no more than speculative consideration# However, it is ii^portant that 
tihere are many who believe in then and will continue to do so in spite 
of any official pronouncement which may be made* UdLs whole affair 
has demonstrated that there is a fklr proportion of our population which 
X® nontally conditioned to acceptance of the incredible* Thus we arrive 
at two danger points which, in a situation of international tension, 
som to haws national security iajplioations. 

Earlier, vn raon tl oned our search of Soviet press* AUC made a 
stoilar search* uith worldMd.de sightings reported, we have found not 
on® report or corment, oven satrical, in die Russian press* fhis could 
result only from an official policy decision and of course raises the 
question of why and of whether or not those sittings could be used 
fraa a psychological warfare point of view either offensively or defen- 
sively, Air force is aware of this and had investigated a number of the 
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cd.vUi.oa groups that hove spr .a ; up to blip* the subject* One — th* 
Civilian Saucer Connittee in California has substantial funds, strongly 


influences the editorial policy of a umber of newap^era and baa 
leaders whose connections say be questionable, Air Force Is watching 
this organisation because of it* power to touch off naso hysteria and 
panic. Perhaps we, iYoa an intelligence point of view, should -watch for 
ary indication of Russian efforts to capitalise tpon this present 

vat 

1* 

Aaorican credulity. 

Of ovm greater awoent 1® tho seand danger. Our air warning 
ays tor* will undoubtedly always ibpend upon a combination of radar 
scanning and visual observation, M give Russia the capability 


of delivering an iar attack against uo, yet at any given moment 
now, there may bo current a dozen official unidentified sightings plus 
many unofficial. At the moment of attack, how will wo, on an instant 
basic, distinguish hardware fron plum-bora? The answer, of course, 

is that until far greater 
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knowledge" Is achieved of the causes batik of the sighting — the little 


25X1 A 


tood phenomena 


has described — we will run the in- 


creasing risk of false alorta and the even greater danger of tabbing the 


real as false* This is primarily an aporational research problem but 
as long as it exists it sill have intelligence impli cations because of 
its bearing on air %-ulnBrability. 

One purpose in this survey has boon to examino shat is being done 
and make son© as cessment of its validity* 'Hie Air force study is valid* 

On a case by case basis, the great bulk of the sightings have been and 
v&ll continue to bo explained — * but the limited case approach will never 
solve this second real problem «*» posi tive Identification* 

As to ivhat should be done, w propose to discuss the research problem 
25X1 A ^ ‘’* 08earch ^ Development board, and to pass on to Air Force an 


offer 


to assist in a 3ta<fy of some of the fundamentals# >e 


sug jest that tho psychological possibilities both for and against us 
should be investigated# From an intelligence point of view, 051 has 
been and will continue watching Russian research and development in the 


scientific fields involved# 

r.r; : •«? 

x Vvr ... i 
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la the next few minutes, I intend to touch briefly upon the official 
explanations of the great najorlty of sightings of unidentified flying 
objects (or UfO*s) and mention possible pheneaena which ney account for 
some of the open ease#. 

Before vo elaborate upon the current explanations I would like yon to 
keep in mind certain facts which are generally cearnen to *11 report*. 

first, is the earnestness of those making report*, these people are 
certain that they hare seen something . 

Secondly, objects sighted almost always are reported to bo against 
the sky thereby providing no point of refer#**#. 

thirdly, without a reference point, a valid estimation of sis#, opood, 
distance of relative notion is virtually impossible. 

finally, no debris er material evideno# has evsr been recovered 
following an unexplained sighting. 

In each ease of roported sightings exists ths personal element . this 
is the combined effect of psychological and physiological factors which 
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ln&lvidnally er together any have outstanding importance in the accuracy of 
a per ton*# report* these factors generally cannot he determined adequately* 
the psychological factors arc: 

Mental conditioning by newspaper stories of earlier reported sightings* 
Individual emotional response with respect to the unknown* 

Desire for publicity resulting In "eabrolderiag'* of facts er eosplste 
fabrication. 

BwUon of chase of Intercept er pilots, 
the major phyelologtoal factors are* 

general physios! condition of the person at tine of sighting* 
conditions ef fatigue* anoxia* 

Existence and extent of eye strain immediately preceding sighting* 
Insufficient night adaptation. 

Mow let ue taka up the explanations which hart hsen used to account for 
well ewer a thousand cases* Under the category eft "Misinterpretation of 
Identifiable objects,* A7IC fools that the most prevalent misinterpretations 
have been: free baleens* aircraft* astronomical bodies* atmospheric 
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phenomena, instrument errors and windblown objects. 

There are two types of high altitude balloons , radiosonde and the S«ry 
Skyhook. Shay nay reach altitudes as high as 20 alios* Although both type® 
are tracked and plotted for torn* distance* there generally is no accurate 
confirmation of destruction* Consequently, because of the large number 
released daily by the weather services sad research groups in the O.S.# it 
is possible that they might appear over almost any geographic location, The 
longevity of the gae bags is not known but Is believed to be possibly weeks* 
Sight-launched balloons carry a bright light to facilitate tracking. Many 
others have radar-reflecting panel*. 

25X1 A 

The Kant ell case, referred to by has boon explained as a 

misinterpretation of a Havy Skyhook balloon* This was in January 194?. 

Thera were three interceptor aircraft. One, piloted by Capt* Thomas Mantell 
radioed in that he was going to climb to 20*000 feet in an attempt to close 
in. Hie rather wild report that the object was *bromendot*e* and his subsequent 
crash are laid to the effects of anoxia since his plane carried no oxygen 
equipment. 

- 3 - 
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A ease under known condition* occurred seme months ago at Wright Held 
which illustrate* the fact that objects at high altitudes any he in sharp 
Illumination even one or two hours hsfore dawn or after. This case aleo 
points up interesting psychological factors* 

fhe tine was near dusk. Captain Suppelt was called out to witness a 
sighting of three red lights in the sky. 2ven through binoculars he could 
not determine their nature, in ?~9h interceptor dialed to 43*000 feet. At 
this altitude the pilot could see clearly that the objects were a duster of 
three Skyhook balloons still well above him, sailing an even course aoroes 
the sky. By this time, tolsphone reports had started to ooae in. The 
objects were described as violently maneuvering "saaeers" of various shapes 
and odors. Ivon "looping" maneuvers were reported* She medical staff at 
yrighi field, including the senior psychologist, witnessed the sighting* 

She next day this staff turned in a report stating that, despite ths 
official statement that these objects were balloons, they felt that this 
was In error and that the sighting must have been of some other unknown origin. 

Probably the second most common misinterpretation ie that of conventional 
aircraft. SEfiH^T V 
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in the da^lUw, aircraft, particularly those that are unpaiated, can 
girti extremaly brilliant rail actions of sunlight. An interesting case under 
known conditions is one whioh occurred last year in Maryland. 

A group of aircraft design engineers vent into the country to witness 
tests of their own Jet airplane. She three test aircraft# with unpainted 
winge and red fuselages, passed directly overhead. AH snginesrs agreed that 
if they had not known what the objects were, and since they could not observe 
the silver wings against the sky, they would haw reported the red fuselage# 

*s flaming trails and they would have Imagined objects emitting them. 

At nighttime the possibility for misinterpretation of aircraft increases, 
first# there are the dusk and dawn illuminations already mentioned. Similarly# 
misinterpretations have beam made of running lights or reflections of aircraft 
in clouds, fhers are a number of reports of cylindrical objects with square 
tails or having lighted "portholes" which have been explained as distorted 
images of conventional aircraft profiles on clouds of ice crystals. 

Some time ago a pulsating bright yellow light was reported moving 
through the sky near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for months this report was 


relegated to the "unexplained* file. A few weeks ago in Washington a men 
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mho was familiar with this report cm an anti-eoHision light installation 
on a Capital Airlines airplane* this new safety deviee, a light mounted 
on the nose of the airplane, oseillatsa hack and forth laterally similar 
to those Installed on son* ambulances and police cars. A shook with Capital 
Airlines revealed that an airplane fitted with such a light had "checked in* 
while flying near Pittsburgh at the exact time sad place of the reporting 
sighting. 

hot us tusn new to astronomical phenomena. In the daytime ewe planets* 
particularly Tonus, can be seen clearly as a bright whits object, even at 
high aeon under certain conditions. At night* meteors ef various varieties 
have been mistaken for maneuvering lights. The luminous meteor trail ef 
ionised gas has been picked up by radar and at times misunderstood. This 
ionised trail may remain visible to the eye for as long as one hour. 

lateral phenomena in the Barth* e atmosphere have caused many misinter- 
pretations. High altitude "Jet streams* traveling at high velocities* 
temperature Inversions end conditions of turbulent mixing of air of greatly 
different temperatures and dsnsltlss wist and acre net Charted. They account 
for optical as wsll as radar aberrations in a dumber ef eases. In one case 
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of ft ground radar sighting in llaryliiad the pilot of an interceptor aircraft, 
with bio A3t goar "locked on 1 * a "blip* , found himself on a steeply eloping 
downwards coarse at low altitude. Shis occurred three time* indicating 
that the target wee on the ground and that the course of the radar beam had 
been distorted* It should be noted that radar anomalies both internal and 
external in nature still exist in disturbing numbers. She ability of a radar 
observer to accurately determine the validity of "blips" on his scope ie 
directly proportional to the length and breadth of his experience# 

Cloud effects have affected the accuracy of a number of sight Inge. 
Rapidly scudding clouds lend an apparent motion to a fixed body. The noon 
or a bright planet shlng through a cloud hole at tines doe® appear as a 
"flaming object." Other "explainable" misinterpretations which are known 
to have accounted for reports of sightings include a wide variety of 
objects. Windblown objects is one. Such an incident was reported by the 
tT.S. Consul at Merida, Yucatan, Mexico, Here ie his actual report* 

"At about 2*00 p.a. last Sunday, 1 observed a silvery, shining, 
disc-like object floating in the clear, blue shy almost directly 
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overhead, travelling in a northwesterly direction. I believed that the 
object wn* a flying disc and was noout to run to the house and fetih 
»y camera whoa I notlood that the object was below the level of some 
vultures wwmuvering at a great height, 2his proved to ne that the 
dlae-Hke object was considerably smaller than a vulture. Boring the 
coxirae of two hours I saw a total of three of theae objects, all going 
ia th® eaiaa direction, hut at times appearing to he stationary, later 
in the afternoon 1 found one of these ‘discs 1 on ay front lawn. It 
was a seed enclosed in a fluffy mass of silken fiber . . » . Sad it 
not been for the soaring birds and ay curiosity, I would -undoubtedly 
have reported that X had seen several ‘flying discs*. • • • I am 
enclosing the ‘flying disc 1 which I captured. * .in my front yard.* 
Another misinterpretation is that of searchlights on clouds which has 
been the cause of several reports of sightings as in the recent case 
described by the Secretary of Befenee. finally, there is a case which 
occurred at frenchman* s flat, Jfevada. 

"Blips* in formation wore picked up on the radar scope, fhey wore 

« 8 <» 

Approved For Release 2001/04/02 : CIA-RDB81R00560R0001 0002001 2-7 


Approved For Re^se 2001/0^02 jijCp^DP81R0^0R0001 0002001 2-7 

Se.j'MKtt-' mfr>rmatTo?r 

reported to be traveling at terrific speed at 30*000 fwl. It huapeoed 
that the reporting station had ft searchlight and It w»« turned m la tha 
direction of the radar stghtlrgf* Xt was iwssdifttsly discovered that tho 
objects wore flaaadiars. £oeao flying at 300 feet altitude. 

She above explanations are bollsved by ASIC to account for eome 80$ of 
the sightings reported. Shey feel that the regaining 20$ aight he reducible 
to 10# wore it not for these reasons t 
Insufficient information reported. 

Incorrect information unwittingly or purposely reported* 

Insufficient or total lack of subsequent investigation of details. 

Shis atill leaves AS 10 with a possible 10$ of sightings for which there 
is no available explanation* 

Const daring that the remaining casts night have been caused hy little 
understood natural phenomena, the 0SI Panel conferred at length with three 
of our consultants in Boston. These non are outstanding in the fields of 
geophysics. electronics and chemistry. They emphasised to u*$ that there 

- 9 * 
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are many scientific frontiers which have at yet been little explored er 
charted. In these areas occur phenomena which may account for optical or 
electronic aberrations as well as for things actually seen* Shay listed 
three categorical atmospherics, ionisation, and extra-terrestrial phenomena* 
5Ph*y suggested also that products of nuclear fission might hare soma effect 
upon these. 

In the field of atmospherics would ba the temperature inversions 
stressed by General SamforcU This phenomenon exists but the exact mechanic* 
of its cause, it* nature and wanner of dissipation are not well understood. 
Heither is It* effect upon eleotroaagnetlo and light beams causing their 
refraction or reflection* little is known of clouds of ice crystals which 
exist at altitudes to 6© ,000 feet. Studies of the wind# and the physical 
and chemical properties of air at very high altitudes have only recently 
commenced with the availability of such agents at high altitude balloons 
and research rockets. 

fhe second category was ionisation. The Heaviside (er *£") layer of 
Ionisation, the *JP R layer above it, and their relation to radio transmission 

- 10 - 
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1 ww t«a yeare ago to Ism fairly well understood. Within tho past 

year, however, tho whole concept of tho "I* layor hao been changed. It 
haa been discovered that it splits sometimes into two layers of ionisation 
known as 7*1 and 7»2. ascent tests utilising those layers hare shown It 
possible to transmit as far as 1.000 alias using certain ffflP fregueneiee. 
this Is totally opposed to the previou* wall accepted opinion that maximum 
TH7 traaemieslon distance was Halted to "line of sight.* 

Clouds of 1c© crystals become luminous under certain conditions of 
ionisation. She footers affecting the way in which the electrostatic charge 
on the earth la continuously rejuvenated by thunderetorm lightning are 
obscure. Bell lightning, a luminous phenomenon which has been reported 
for centuries, appears in various oolers but its nature Is not known. 

St. lino’s fire, corona discharge and Aurora Borealis are catalogued la a 
variety of forms but thoir exact nature is unknown, fbe movement of vortieee 
of smoke particles, clouds of moisture and ice crystal* will cause changes 
in electrostatic potential and any be affected by the earth’s magnetic field. 

• 11 - 
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material tossed aloft eeuld ap-reclsbly affect atmospheric ^phenomena. 

I Per instance, the cosale and gasesa natural radiation which pours la daily 
from oattr spaet i# aany thousands of tins* greater than th® radiation 
produced by atomic bomb blasts* 

Shis list could he extended at length. Suffice to eay, our ignorance 
of the nature and controlling faotort of all of tha abort it immense. 

SSfft ott of interaction between these natural phenomena and radioactive 
materiel in th® air can only he conjectured* She appearance of unusual 
optical or radar tight Inge caused by these phenomena is possible. Sheir 
occurrence cannot be predicted* 

There Is some strength to the hypothesis that may of the unexplained 
sightings of tOt}*s may be electromagnetic or electrostatic in character, 
factors supporting this hypothesis are* 

Absence of sound, although apparently moving rapidly in the 
atmosphere* 

Phenomena are apparently affected by shock waves or electromagnetic 
radiation of aircraft* 

Bcports ef erratic operation of war! out kinds of instruments in 
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the vicinity of sightings. 

Sightings Of TWO** reported *t ho* Alamos and Oak Stage. *t a ti*a 

whan the background radiation count had risen inexplicably, 

Here we run oat of even "blue yonder* explanations that might be tenable, 
and. we atill are left with ambers of incredible reports from credible 

observers. 
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